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Gandhigiri in the Infosphere: Satyagraha for the Internet
Gandhi is the father of the modern thought of non-violence. His thought has been by some as a political treatise, by some as a religious one and
by others as an economic theory for sustainable growth. The goal of this paper is to harmonize these different, sometimes contrasting, sometimes
apparently conflicting Gandhian notions into a framework that would help us to analyze our modern day dilemmas in Information Ethics.
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Pleasure

This corresponds to the purusahrtha of Dharma or Duty.

Knowledge

Commerce

This corresponds to the Purushartha of Moksha or Enlightenment

This corresponds to the Purushartha of Artha or Economics

This corresponds to the Purushartha of Kama

Internet
Lack of Laws

Laws for the Internet are few and ill defined.

Lack of Boundaries (Cultural/Political/Social)
It is difficult to make laws as Internet transcends boundaries and it is difficult to decide jurisdiction. There are also issues of differences between beliefs.
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e.g. Intellectual Property & Copyright
Privacy & Anonymity vs. Accountability

Resolution

Case Studies
Metallica vs. Napster
Apple iPhone vs. Jailbreak

The Internet is everchanging.
It is difficult to identify every
possible situation beforehand
and think of a remedy in terms
of either laws or policies.

Awareness and Training
Resolution

K

Design Issues
Resolution

CMY

Ethical Issues

Evolving

Constructive Program

Oceanic Cirlces

Satyagraha

Force of Truth. The practise of Ahimsa in protest.
It has been used in USA, South Africa, Ireland etc.
Thus it adapts itself to different social and cultural constructs.

Ahimsa

Gandhigiri

The philosophy of ‘No Coersion’. Suits the Internet as
there are no laws to make people legally accountable.

Dharma

Kama

Swaraj

Infosphere as a self-governing entity,
with well defined ethics that reach
across cutural and political boundaries
where people are not informationally malnutritioned.

Artha

These are the four Purusharthas. A balanced pursuit of these is essential for a good life according to the Vedic Philosophy.
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